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Musicmakers

Magic at
Matilda
We are delighted to have funded two special theatre
days for deaf children. This November, 36 children
participated in a morning of drama and sign singing
organised by the education charity Mousetrap. In the
afternoon, they enjoyed a backstage tour, followed by
a captioned performance of the musical Matilda.
The children are now writing
their own plays which will be
performed by professional
actors at a London theatre in
December.

We have also been able to buy
Mousetrap a portable
microphone system to ensure
optimum acoustics at all their
workshops with deaf children.

We are
indebted to the
family and
friends of our
late supporter
Roy Vass who
made
donations
toward our

work in his memory.

Winter 2014

Following last year’s
successful Hearing Beethoven
project, we have contributed
toward Bristol Ensemble’s
latest series of music
workshops for deaf children.
16 pupils from Bristol’s Elmfield
School participated in Reich On!, a
percussion-based project inspired
by the music of Steve Reich.

Singing with the Bristol
Ensemble team

A display of costumes during
the Matilda backstage tour

Over the course of six workshops,
the children used a variety of
instruments, and composed and
performed their own work.

'Reich On! changes my feeling that
music is really for hearing people,’
reported one pupil, ‘I just know deaf
people can do this.’ Another pupil
said that, ‘The workshops make me
feel excited and happy… and LOUD!’

Roy loved poetry, and his
widow and son have said that
he would have approved of our
using gifts in his memory to
support this wonderful theatre
project.

Thank you to the
late Roy Vass



Testing
Technology
We have supported the
National Deaf Children’s
Society’s Technology Test
Drive. The free service
allows deaf children to
borrow technology from the
NDCS to trial at home and
at school.

Sports for all
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Thank you to all our friends for helping us support these wonderful projects. If you would like to
help at this time, you can donate online at www.ovingdeanhall.org.uk/support-us or send your
cheque (payable to Ovingdean Hall Foundation) to the address below.

Thank you very much.

Our grant was used to buy 12
radio aids, which, as at September
2014, had been borrowed by 16
children. 90%of the parents
whose children borrowed a radio
aid have said it enabled them to
make an informed decision about
how best to proceed.

Before the event, Panathlon trained older deaf students fromOak
Lodge School to act as leaders on the day. The experience will
count toward these students' BTEC in Sports.

Together with City
Bridge Trust, we
have funded a day
of inter-school

sports for deaf children.
Bringing together 52 children
from 10 different schools/ units
across London, the boccia
tournament was organised by
disability sports charity
Panathlon.

'The best evidence you can have
is to see 52 very happy and
excited children receiving their
medals at the end of a great
Panathlon Boccia competition,'
says OHF grants adviser
Jonathan Coe. 'It makes it all
worthwhile!'

Funding Research

Children collect their medals and
certificates after the Panathlon
tournament

We have supported
The Ear Foundation’s
research project ‘A

new look at Deaf Children
with cochlear implants.’

The project collected results
from children who wear
cochlear implants, and
compared their reading and
writing levels to those of
hearing children of the same
age.

The research helped identify
the factors that affect literacy
performance among
cochlear-implanted children,
and will be used to plan
future literacy programmes.


